Platelet membrane molecular organization: relationship with membrane bound calcium.
The fatty acid spin label 5 nitroxide stearate has been used to determine the membrane organization changes induced by platelet aggregation. A decrease in order is observed with thrombin, even in the presence of EDTA, when aggregation is inhibited. Conversely, after aggregation by the calcium ionophore A23187 the rigidity of the phospholipids is not modified. These effects are discussed in relation to the release of membrane bound calcium induced by thrombin.